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December
4th
11th
18th

10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Dear Friends,
Rev. Margaret Newman - Holy Communion
Brenda Ballatine - Gift Service
Terry Wright - Carol Service

Christmas Day
25th

10.30am

John Enejo

New Year’s Day
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Colin Quine
Rev. Jenny Spouge
Shepherd Combo
Catherine Roots
Rev. Margaret Newman - Holy Communion

Christmas Collection for
Children’s Charities
Over the Christmas Period we will
be collecting for Action for Children and Save the Children. There will be a
collection box for your donations on the two Sundays before Christmas and
the two Sundays after. The money collected will be split equally between the
charities. Please give as generously as you can to these very important charities.
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On Sunday 11 December we have our Gift Service
when we will, again, be collecting biscuits and sweets
to give to Women’s Aid in Luton.
Women’s Aid in Luton is a voluntary organisation
supporting women and children who fall victim to domestic abuse. They offer support
and guidance to women and children from all backgrounds and circumstances, this
could be just being someone to listen or to offer complete support in breaking away
and starting again. They offer a helpline and drop in support groups.
At Christmas they run parties for children and support mothers and children in their
safe retreats. Our gifts will help make Christmas for those who have escaped abusive
home situations just a little brighter and show them that someone cares.
We will have stars
available for you to
write the name of
someone you would
especially like to
remember and hang it
on the Christmas tree.

Time is a strange thing! Some�mes it seems to rush by, when we’re enjoying ourselves
and happy, on holiday for example. Or when we’re incredibly busy with all the daily
tasks to be done, we may not even no�ce the passing of �me. At other �mes, �me can
seem to drag, when we’re wai�ng for a par�cular event, perhaps, or if we’re ill or going
through a tough �me.
All our �mes are held in God’s hands. Thousands of years ago a psalmist wrote:

January 2023
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

From the Manse

Details of Services

If you like, you can write a card to everyone
at church, rather than writing cards to
individual people, please put it on the table
by the tree and maybe donate some of the
money you save to the children’s charities
we are supporting. If you do write cards to
individuals, please do not leave them at the
church. They may never get delivered.
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God, it seems you’ve been our home forever; long before the mountains were born!
Long before you brought earth itself to birth, from “once upon a �me” to “kingdom
come”—you are God. (Psalm 90: 1-2, from The Message Bible)
God’s �me is eternal, and yet God is present with us in the here and now, in each
present moment. This newsle�er will come out at the beginning of Advent, the �me
during which we prepare for and an�cipate the birth of Jesus, the birth that witnessed
God’s presence with us for all �me. A baby boy born in a borrowed room, as there was
no room for Mary and Joseph in the inn at Bethlehem. His birth changed everything,
making room for everyone in God’s Kingdom.
This year the Methodist Church Advent and Christmas theme is ‘There is room,’
celebra�ng God’s love, shown in Jesus, which has room and to spare for all. It
encourages churches to consider how our worship and our witness can welcome and
include all. Some of the resources from the Methodist campaign may be used in
services, and you can follow online as each week a new video story will be posted on
the Methodist website at h�ps://www.methodist.org.uk/there-is-room/
In November Beech Hill enjoyed welcoming friends from neighbouring churches in the
Beech Hill and Bury Park Council of Churches to an a�ernoon of reflec�on and
fellowship in prepara�on for Advent. On Tuesday 6th December, we will be welcoming
Year 1 pupils from Maidenhall School to share with them why and how Chris�ans
celebrate Christmas. We look forward to the Advent and Christmas services, as well as
the Christmas Carol Concert on Tuesday 20th December, and the opportunity to join in
carol singing in Bury Park outside Oakdale Church on Wednesday 21st December at
6pm.
From the first Sunday in Advent, there are 40,320 minutes un�l Christmas Day.
Whether those minutes seem to pass by quickly or slowly for you, I pray that there will
be �me for you to prepare again to enter into the mystery and the joy of the birth of
Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us.
Praise to the God who comes to bring
Comfort to all who mourn.
The whole crea�on ‘Glory’ sings
As Christ the light is born.
(Jan Berry, from Singing the Faith No 183)
Yours in Christ
Margaret
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A Christmas Adventure
I remember my first Christmas adventure with
Grandma. I was just a child. I remember tearing
across town on my bike to visit her on the day my
big sister dropped the bombshell: “There is no
Santa Claus,” she jeered. “Even dummies know
that!”
My Grandma was not the gushy kind, never had
been. I fled to her that day because I knew she
would be straight with me. I knew Grandma
always told the truth, and I knew that the truth
always went down a whole lot easier when
swallowed with one of her “world-famous” fairycakes. I knew they were world-famous, because
Grandma said so.
It had to be true.
Grandma was home, and the cakes were s�ll
warm. Between bites, I told her everything. She
was ready for me. “No Santa Claus?” She
snorted….”Ridiculous! Don’t believe it. That
rumour has been going around for years, and it
makes me mad, plain mad!! Now, put on your
coat, and let’s go.”
“Go? Go where, Grandma?” I asked. I hadn’t
even finished my second world-famous fairycake.
“Where” turned out to be the local department
store, the one store in town that had a li�le bit of
just about everything. As we walked through its
doors, Grandma handed me £10.
That was a lot in those days. “Take this money,”
she said, “and buy something for someone who
needs it. I’ll wait for you in the car.” Then she
turned and walked out of the shop.
I was only eight years old. I’d o�en gone
shopping with my mother, but never had I
shopped for anything all by myself.
The store seemed big and crowded, full of people
scrambling to finish their Christmas shopping.
For a few moments I just stood there, confused,
clutching that £10 note, wondering what to buy,
and who on earth to buy it for. I thought of
everybody I knew: my family, my friends, my
neighbours, the children at school, and the
people who went to my church.
I was just about stumped, when I suddenly
thought of Bobby. He was a kid with bad breath
and messy hair, and he sat right behind me in
Mrs. Pollock’s class.
Bobby didn’t have a coat. I knew that because he
never went out at play�me during the winter. His

mother always wrote a note, telling the teacher
that he had a cough, but all we children knew
that Bobby didn’t have a cough; he didn’t have a
good coat. I fingered the £10 bill with growing
excitement. I would buy Bobby a coat!
I se�led on a red corduroy one that had a hood to
it. It looked really warm, and he would like that.
“Is this a Christmas
present for someone?”
the lady behind the
counter asked kindly, as
I gave her my £10.
“Yes,” I replied shyly.
“It’s for Bobby.”
The nice lady smiled at
me, as I told her about
how Bobby really needed a good winter coat. I
didn’t get any change, but she put the coat in a
bag, smiled again, and wished me a Merry
Christmas.
That evening, Grandma helped me wrap the coat
(a li�le tag fell out of the coat, and Grandma
tucked it in her Bible) in Christmas paper and
ribbons and wrote, “To Bobby, From Santa Claus”
on it. Grandma said that Santa always insisted on
secrecy. Then she drove me over to Bobby’s
house, explaining as we went that I was now and
forever officially, one of Santa’s helpers.
Grandma parked down the street from Bobby’s
house, and she and I crept noiselessly and hid in
the bushes by his front gate.
Then Grandma gave me a nudge. “All right, Santa
Claus,” she whispered, “get going.”
I took a deep breath, dashed for his front door,
threw the present down on his step, pounded his
door and flew back to the safety of the bushes
and Grandma.
Together we waited breathlessly in the darkness
for the front door to open. Finally it did, and
there stood Bobby.
Fi�y years haven’t dimmed the thrill of those
moments spent shivering, beside my Grandma,
in Bobby’s bushes.
That night, I realised that those awful rumours
about Santa Claus were just what Grandma said
they were – ridiculous. Santa was alive and well,
and we were on his team. I s�ll have the Bible,
with the coat tag tucked inside it for £19.99!
We can all be ‘Santa Claus’ to someone in need, if
we just give a li�le to others.
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Strange Christmas Customs
Christmas is mostly about celebra�ons, gi�giving, merry-making and church-a�ending.
There are so many different elements that
contribute to the celebra�on that we have come
to know as Christmas: tucking into the Christmas
feast of turkey and Christmas pudding, hanging
up socks and leaving out sweets and milk for
Father Christmas, opening presents under the
Christmas trees, and having a great �me with
family and friends.
At least, that’s what the common no�on of
Christmas is to most of us. But in some parts of
the world, you may find strange and bizarre
tradi�ons and customs that would raise an
eyebrow or two.
Here are some of the strange things people
around the world do for Christmas in the name of
celebra�on.
1. Go Bananas With Christmas (India)
In India, only about 2.3% of the popula�on are
Chris�ans, but because of the large popula�on
they have, we are talking about 25 million people
here! Chris�ans here celebrate Christmas with
midnight mass and gi�-giving like the rest of the
world, but with the absence of fir trees or pine
trees to decorate, they usually made do with
banana trees and mango trees instead. That
means instead of Christmas pine trees lining up
celebra�ng households, you’ll find brightly lit,
well-decorated Christmas banana or mango trees
on the streets. They even use the leaves of those
trees to decorate their houses.
2. Kentucky Fried Christmas (Japan)
Really! For the Japanese, Kentucky Chicken is a
must. Since the beginning of this marke�ng
campaign four decades ago, KFC has been
associated with Christmas in the minds of the
Japanese for genera�ons, a tradi�on passed on
from parent to child in spite of its commercialised
beginnings.
More than 240,000 barrels of chicken will be sold
during Christmas, five to ten �mes its normal
monthly sales. "In Japan, Christmas equals KFC."
3. A Christmas of Remembrance (Finland)
Families in Finland usually visit the graves of their
ancestors and rela�ves on Christmas Eve to light
candles in memory of the deceased. Even those
who don’t have their kin’s graves nearby visit
cemeteries to place candles in honour of their
family members buried elsewhere. Hence, on

Christmas eve, cemeteries would be lit up with
candles presen�ng a beau�ful sight. Food will
also be le� on tables and family members leave
their beds to sleep on the floor to give the dead a
nice meal and a place to rest when they visit.
4. Ska�ng your Way to Christmas (Venezuela)
In the capital city, Caracas, before young children
go to bed on Christmas Eve, they �e one end of a
string to their big toe, leaving the other end
outside their bedroom window. The fun part of
the Christmas celebra�on is on the day of the
"Early Morning Mass". Streets were closed off to
cars un�l 8 a.m. for people to roller-skate to the
service, and they customarily proceeded to tug
on any of the strings they saw hanging.
5. A Spidery Christmas (Ukraine)
Instead of gli�ering ornaments and �nsel,
Ukrainian Christmas trees are covered with an
ar�ficial spiders and cobwebs. Why the eccentric
taste in spiders? According to the local folklore,
there was a poor woman who could not afford to
decorate their Christmas tree. But the next
morning, her children woke up to see the tree
covered with webs and when the first light of
Christmas morning touched the web threads,
they turned into gold and silver, and the family
was never le� for wan�ng again. Hence, it is
believed that seeing a spider web on Christmas
morning brings luck.
6. Don’t Stuff It in My Socks (Philippines)
Christmas is huge in the Philippines since 80% of
the popula�on are Chris�ans. Celebra�ons last all
the way to January. Children will leave their
brightly polished shoes and freshly washed socks
on the window sills for the Three Kings to leave
gi�s in when they pass through their houses at
night. The "Feast of the Three Kings" marks the
end of the Christmas celebra�ons.
6. Pudding & Wishes (Britain)
The Christmas pudding is served on Christmas
Day, but the tradi�ons we’re looking at have to do
with how it is made. Every member of the family
(especially the kids) is to s�r the mix clockwise
while making a wish. Earlier tradi�ons include
pu�ng a coin in the
mix, which brings
wealth to whoever finds
it in their serving. Other
addi�ons include a ring
for luck in marriage and
a thimble for good luck
in life.
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Dates for January

December Church & Circuit Calendar
1
2
3

Thurs
Fri
Sat

4

Sun

5

Mon

6

Tue

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat

18 Sun
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue

28 Wed

1
8
15
22
29
30

10.00 am - Aley Green Prayer Breakfast.
10.30 am - Morning Worship with Communion, led by Rev. Margaret
Newman
Year 1 children from Maidenhall School are coming to visit Beech Hill and
learn about our church and the Christmas Story.

10.30 am - Christmas Gift Service led by Brenda Ballantine

Aley Green ‘Charitree’ Festival
Aley Green ‘Charitree’ Festival
10.30 am - Christmas Carol Service led by Terry Wright
Aley Green ‘Charitree’ Festival
2.30 pm - Malcolm plays Christmas music and carols for us to sing
6.00 pm - Carol Singing on the steps of Oakdale Methodist Church

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Tue

10.30am - Morning Worship led by Colin Quine
10.30am - Morning Worship led by Rev. Jenny Spouge
10.30am - Morning Worship led by Shepherd Kombo
10.30am - Morning Worship led by Catherine Roots
10.30am - Morning Worship with Communion led by Rev. Margaret Newman
10.30 am - Church cleaning and property group

Sunday Bible Readings from the Methodist Lectionary
th

4 December
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

8th January
Isaiah 42: 1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10: 34-43
Matthew 3: 13-17

11th December
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

15th January
Isaiah 49: 1-7
Psalm 40: 1-11
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9
John 1: 29-42

18 December
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

22nd January
Isaiah 9: 1-4
Psalm 27: 1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1: 10-18
Matthew 4: 12-23

25th December - Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
John 1:1-14

29th January
Micah 6: 1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1: 18-31
Matthew 5: 1-12

1st January
Isaiah 63: 7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2: 10-18
Matthew 2: 13-23

10.30 am - Christmas Morning Worship led by John Enejo

Christmas Concert
7.30 pm - Aley Green Coffee Evening in aid of the Leaders of Worship &
Preachers Trust.

On Tuesday 20th December at 2.30pm, Malcolm will be playing for us
with music for us to listen to and Carols for us to join in singing.
There will be tea & mince pies a�er the performance. Please come
along and bring a friend if you can. We will be sending an invita�on
to the other churches in our area, so we are hoping for a good turn
out.

29 Thurs
30 Fri
31 Sat
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Prayer Page

Can you solve this month’s puzzle?

It may be that some members
of our congregation are not
familiar with words that we
have learned from Sunday
School days: such as The Lord’s
Prayer and the Grace that we
often say to each other at the
end of the service. I have
included the words here so
that they do not feel left out.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in
heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily
bread,
and forgive us our
trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into
temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Grace
May the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with us all,
now and evermore. Amen.

Answers on page 11
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Thank you to everyone who has come along to
help with cleaning and maintaining our church
property. We have established a pa�ern of
mee�ng on the last Tuesday of each month
between 10.30am and 12.30pm. If you are able
to join us you would be most welcome. You don’t
have to come for the full �me. Coffee and
biscuits are available and there are a variety of tasks
you can tackle from cleaning to pain�ng and other
maintenance tasks.
We will take a break in December so the next gathering
will be on 30th January 2023 when, as well as �dying up,
we can look at some of the minor maintenance issues that
have come up. We will also start planning the redecora�ng of the
outside of the entrance porch when the weather gets warmer.

There are copies of the knitting pattern at the church. Please have
your hearts ready to give to Richard by Sunday, 11th December so that
he can pass the completed hearts on to Ros for distribution.

